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ABSTRACT 

The invention pertains, at least in part, to a method for forming an 
ordered structure of amphiphilic molecules, such as proteins. The method includes 
5 contacting a population of amphiphilic molecules with a interface; compressing said 
population laterally to an appropriate pressure, such that an ordered structure at the 
interface is formed. The invention also pertains to the two- and three- dimensional 
ordered structures that are formed using the planar membrane compression method of 
the invention. 
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